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COMMUNION WITH THE SPIRIT IS NOT SO MUCH HIM SPEAKING NEW WORDS TO US, BUT 

GIVING US A GREATER AWARENESS OF THE ‘OLD’ ONES 
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In the opening verses of 1 John, the Apostle John says that one of the signs that you really know 

God is you have fellowship—koinonia—with him through the Spirit. God begins to come alive to 

you. In a very real and tangible way, he speaks to you. 

 

Now, I’m not talking about some new word from God. I hear church talk like this all the time: 

“God told me that you should give me $1,000,” or “God told me that we are supposed to get 

married.” That’s bad enough (Have some courage and ask the girl out on your own!). But I even 

hear people tell me about “God’s word to them” that contradicts the clear teaching of Scripture. I 

hear with depressing frequency the astounding claim: “God told me to leave my wife.” I cannot 

stress this enough: God will never speak to you in a way that contradicts his Word. 

 

No, koinonia—the experience of God’s presence—does not happen when God delivers 

a new word, but when the Word of Life is “made manifest” to us (1 John 1:2). Manifestation 

means magnification, coming alive. A genuine experience with God is the magnification of the 

word of the gospel in your heart. 

 

When this happens to you, you begin to feel the word of life. The cross becomes larger. Your sin 

becomes more real. God’s grace becomes sweeter. The “old” words of life press in on your heart 

and they become new to you. It’s like those magic eye pictures (Remember them?). You can 

stare at the morass of dots for hours, and it just looks like random pixels. But if you cross your 

eyes just right, you suddenly see the 3-D image. That’s how it is when you experience God: you 

aren’t given new information to understand, but new eyes to see. 

 

 



 

 

This manifestation happens first at conversion. I love how John Wesley talks about his conver-

sion. He was attending church one evening, against his will, when the truth of grace came alive 

to him: “I felt my heart strangely warmed, “he wrote, “and saw that Christ had taken 

away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” What Wesley already 

knew about Jesus became 3-D to him. 

 

But this manifestation does not just happen at conversion. It happens again and again for the 

rest of your life. As a Christian, there are times when God’s love just presses in on you. You feel, 

as Paul says in Ephesians 3, the height and width and depth of God’s love. The sense of God’s 

love for you storms your heart and overwhelms you.  

 

Koinonia is the point of Christianity. God did not create you just to memorize doctrines or 

master spiritual disciplines. He created you so that you would know and experience his love for 

you. Aren’t you tired of boring Christianity? Don’t you long to feel the love of God and to experi-

ence fellowship with him? This is literally what you were created for. As Augustine once 

said, “You have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it find its rest in You.” 

 

________________ 

Questions For Reflection 

 

 What has been your experience with the Word of God recently?  How is that shaping the way 

you see the world?   

 Is there anything in your Christian walk (now or in the past) that God has given you “new 

eyes to see”?   

 Read and pray through Ephesians 3:14-21, asking God to awaken your heart to these ‘old’ 

words and allow you to see them in a fresh way.  


