
“We should stop thinking of God’s will like a corn maze, or a tightrope, or a bull’s eye, or a choose-your-

own adventure novel.” 

Does God have a specific plan for your life? 
An excerpt from Just Do Something, by Devin DeYoung 

 

What does God want me to do with my life? What major should I pursue? What job should I take this 

summer? Should I get married? Whom should I marry? Should I be a missionary? Should I be a pastor? 

Should I instead work in the secular marketplace? 

These are the questions we ask when we seek God’s will of direction. We want to know His individual, 

specific plan for the who, what, where, when, and how of our lives. We want to know His direction. So 

here’s the real heart of the matter: Does God have a secret will of direction that He expects us to figure 

out before we do anything? And the answer is no. Yes, God has a specific plan for our lives. And yes, we 

can be assured that He works things for our good in Christ Jesus. And yes, looking back we will often be 

able to trace God’s hand in bringing us where we are. But while we are free to ask God for wisdom, He 

does not burden us with the task of divining His will of direction for our lives ahead of time. 

The second half of that last sentence is crucial. God does have a specific plan for our lives, but it is not 

one that He expects us to figure out before we make a decision. I’m not saying God won’t help you make 

decisions (it’s called wisdom, and we’ll talk about it in chapter 8). I’m not saying God doesn’t care about 

your future. I’m not saying God isn’t directing your path and in control amidst the chaos of your life. I 

believe in providence with all my heart. What I am saying is that we should stop thinking of God’s will 

like a corn maze, or a tight rope, or a bull’s eye, or a choose-your-own adventure novel. 

When I was a kid, I loved to read choose-your-own adventure stories. You’d get to a turning point in the 

story and if you wanted to flee the country, you’d turn to page 23; and if you wanted to hide out in the 

cave, you’d turn to page 36. And, oops, the cave turns out to be the side of a volcano, and you die. You 

made the wrong choice. Fun books for little boys, but not so much fun if that’s how God’s will works. 

Many of us fear we’ll take the wrong job, or buy the wrong house, or declare the wrong major, or marry 

the wrong person, and suddenly our lives will blow up. We’ll be out of God’s will, doomed to spiritual, 

relational, and physical failure. Or, to put it in Chrisitanese, we’ll find ourselves out of “The center of 

God’s will.” We’ll miss God’s best and have to settle for an alternate ending to our lives. 

Several years ago I read The Will of God as a Way of Life, by Gerald Sittser. His book helped me 

crystallize my understanding of what I felt was wrong with the traditional understanding of God’s will. 

Here’s Sittser’s explanation of the usual, and misguided, way of looking at God’s will. 

Conventional understanding of God’s will defines it as a specific pathway we should follow into 

the future. God knows what this pathway is, and he has laid it out for us to follow. Our 

responsibility is to discover this pathway—God’s plan for our lives. We must discover which of 

the many pathways we could follow is the one we should follow, the one God has planned for 

us. If and when we make the right choice, we will receive his favor, fulfill our divine destiny and 



succeed in life…If we choose rightly, we will experience his blessings and achieve success and 

happiness. If we choose wrongly, we may lose our way, miss God’s will for our lives, and remain 

lost forever in an incomprehensible maze. 

This conventional understanding is the wrong way to think of God’s will. In fact, expecting God to reveal 

some hidden will of direction is an invitation to disappointment and indecision. Trusting in God’s will of 

decree is good. Following His will of desire is obedient. Waiting for God’s will of direction is a mess. It is 

bad for your life, harmful to your sanctification, and allows too many Christians to be passive tinkerers 

who strangely feel more spiritual the less they actually do. 

God is not a Magic 8-Ball we shake up and peer into whenever we have a decision to make. He is a good 

God who gives us brains, shows us the way of obedience, and invites us to take risks for Him. We know 

God has a plan for our lives. That’s wonderful. The problem is we think He’s going to tell us the 

wonderful plan before it unfolds. We feel like we can know—and need to know—what God wants every 

step of the way. But such preoccupation with finding God’s will, as well intended as the desire may be, is 

more folly than freedom. The better way is the biblical way: Seek first the kingdom of God, and then 

trust that He will take care of our needs, even before we know what they are and where we’re going. 

 

About this Book 

Just Do Something 
A liberating approach to finding God’s will  
OR 
How to make a decision without dreams, visions, fleeces, impressions, open doors, random Bible verses, 
casting lots, liver shivers, writing in the sky, etc. 
 
Pastor and author Kevin DeYoung counsels Christians to settle down, make choices, and do the hard 

work of seeing those choices through. Too often, he writes, God’s people tinker around with churches, 

jobs, and relationships, worrying that they haven’t found God’s perfect will for their lives. Or-even 

worse—they do absolutely nothing, stuck in a frustrated state of paralyzed indecision, 

waiting….waiting…waiting for clear, direct, unmistakable direction. But God doesn’t need to tell us what 

to do at each fork in the road. He’s already revealed His plan for our lives: to love Him with our whole 

hearts, to obey His Word, and after that, to do what we like. 

No need for hocus-pocus. No reason to be directionally challenged. Just do something. 


