
Mission Impossible: 
God’s Surprising Peace Plan 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22 

Based on what you have just read, what issues do you think Paul is addressing within the church at 

Ephesus? 

(1. Paul is reminding the primarily gentile church of their roots. They were nothing, outside of God’s 

provision. In kindness (grace), God has brought them into a promise or covenant that they didn’t 

deserve. Why does he want them to remember that they were stranger and aliens? Because religious 

people tend to forget. The longer we follow Christ, the more we subtly believe that our own goodness, 

our own acts of faithfulness are what merit God’s favor towards us. Also, Paul wants to continue 

reminding the church that the Gospel of grace is not just a past action that they needed when they were 

lost and strangers to the family of faith. Paul wants the church to continually have the ‘good news’ in 

front of them: “You are more desperately lost and wicked than you could ever dare imagine, and yet 

simultaneously you are now more loved and treasured than you could possibly dare hope.” You are now 

people of hope… and it has nothing to do with you! It is Christ who came near to us when we were still 

far off.) 

(2. Paul is also likely addressing some of the divisions inside and outside of the church between Jews and 

Gentiles. He wants gentiles to see the heritage into which they have been ingrafted. The key is not 

whether or not one is physically circumcised, but whether or not their hearts have been circumcised as a 

result of their faith in Christ. There is no room for pride for the Jew or the Gentile, but only humility as 

we look to Christ who is our only hope of peace and unity.) 

Because Paul will refer to God’s plan for Israel several times throughout Ephesians, it will be helpful 

for us to read about God’s overall plan of salvation and how the people of Israel fit in. This article will 

help us have a deeper understanding of what we are reading in Ephesians and how it applies to us 

today. 

(pass out the Mission Impossible Article. Instruct them to read just the Israel and Jonah sections. We’ll 

cover the rest next week. Two thoughts here: 1. Give them just this section this week. Next week, you’ll 

give them the rest of the article. 2. Give them the whole article now and ask them to bring it back next 

week. If you go the second route, you need to make sure your students are responsible enough to bring 

the article back next week. Otherwise, they won’t be able to fully participate in the conversation next 

week. Use your judgment on how responsible members of your group are.) 

{Questions to ask after reading the article: } 

1. What new insights did you learn about Israel’s role in God’s rescue mission to the world? 

2. Why did God create the nation of Israel? 



(to be a blessing to all nations, in order that all people would turn from their own ways and worship the 

One true God. They were blessed in order to be a blessing to others. They were to be a people who lived 

to expand the Kingdom of God) 

3. For what reasons does Israel fail in its mission to be a beacon to the world of “The One True God?” 

(They fell into idolatry, worshiping the gods of other nations; they failed to trust God through their 
national and international crises; corruption reached all levels of political and religious governance; and 
their spiritual life was rife with legalism and hypocrisy.) 
 

4. State: The last part of the article tells us that the prophet Jonah is basically a portrait of Israel. 
“They ceased to be a channel of God’s grace and had become a roadblock to God’s redemptive 
mission. They were the recipients of God’s blessings, but unwilling to share it.” Peeling back one more 
layer, Israel is also a portrait of us, and our hearts faithlessness. 
 
 In what ways can you relate to Israel’s faithlessness? How have you been a roadblock instead of a 
signpost pointing the way to God? (if necessary, ask a follow up question like “What does this say 
about our heart” or “Why do you think you act this way?” 
 
MAKING APPLICATION/ SHARE THE JOURNEY 
 
5. State: Let’s finish our time looking back at Ephesians. There is a ton of good news for followers of 
Christ in these verses.  
 
What do you think it will take for us to be a community who actually believes these promises? How 
will we believe them so much that the most natural thing we could possibly do is to share the hope 
we have in Christ with everyone around us? What do you think Paul would encourage us to do?  
(notice that Paul starts with the word: Remember. He actually uses this word twice! Our ability to be 
faithful signpost and not be like the people of Israel is to be people who remember. When we 
remember from where we have come, our fuel for moving forward in faith becomes gratitude instead of 
guilt and desire and instead of duty. Here are several very practical ways to be people who remember 
the good news of God’s gracious acceptance of us.) 
 
1. We tell our story of how God has transformed us. We tell it with those who know Christ and those 
who don’t yet know Him.  We tell it often. In telling the story, we are proclaiming good news and 
pointing to Christ. In telling our story, we also are reminding ourselves of what God has done for us. 
Have you been practicing how to tell your story with others this week? Who will you commit to share 
your story with this week? 
 
2. Prayer is one of the most powerful ways to remind us of our position in Christ. As a group, what if 
we closed our time this week by thanking God for all of the promises found in these verses. Let’s be 
honest in our prayers and confess our faithlessness and for specific promises that our hearts have a hard 
time believing. Ask Him for the faith to believe them not just in a  ‘gnosis’ way, but in an ‘epignosis way.’ 
 


