
Gideon Meets God Part 2 
Judges 6:11-40 
  
What is the difference between confidence and arrogance?   
 
Last week, we saw that God’s holiness cannot eliminate his grace, nor can His grace eliminate his 
holiness. When Gideon heard the angel of the Lord, he told God that the nation of Israel has been 
abandoned by God--holiness. Meanwhile, God tells Gideon that he (Gideon) will be the salvation of 
the nation--grace. 
 
Bottom Line:  It is not our ability that makes us usable to God, but God’s ability working through 
us. We must never forget who we were before God redeemed us, and we must never forget how 
much we are loved and accepted in Christ. 
  
Read Judges 6:11-40 
 
What is Gideon’s assessment of his ability (v.15)? What is God’s view of Gideon’s ability 
(v.12)? Whose assessment is right? 

 As Gideon himself tells us, he is “the least in my family”(6:15). By “the least” Gideon would 
have meant that he was the economically and socially the poorest member of the poorest 
clan in his tribe.  

 God called Gideon “you mighty warrior” (v.12), He is talking of what Gideon most definitely 
is in Him but has not seen or reached his true potential. 

 They must be taken in tandem. See how in v.14 the Lord says to take “the strength you have” 
and combine that with v.16 the knowledge that “I will be with you” and that “I am sending 
you”(v.14).  So the knowledge of God’s fellowship and calling, combined with what ability he 
had, would make him the champion.  

 
  
How are these differing views/assessments a foreshadowing of what it means to be a 
follower of Christ today? 

 On the one hand, in ourselves, we are sinful and lost (weak, like Gideon), but in Christ we 
are accepted and loved (a mighty warrior whose strength comes from above, like Gideon).. 

 
  
What happens to us when we lose either “side” or perspective?  

 If we ever forget one or the other, we fall into serious trouble. If we forget our sinfulness, we 
become over-confident, unloving, bad listeners, judgmental, undisciplined in prayer. If we 
forget our acceptance and lovedness, we become anxious, guilty, driven, and so on. 

 
  
Look back again at vs.16-40, paying close attention to the ways in which the Lord prepares 



Gideon. Let’s take a closer look at how the Lord shows Gideon how to recognize and deal 
with: 
a) the enemy among us (vs. 25-32) b) the enemy around us (vs. 33-35) and c) the enemy 
within us (vs. 36-40) 

 a) the enemy among us: It is no surprise that Gideon’s own father has an altar and a 
pole for the worshipping of Canaanite dieties. However, Gideon also know all about 
the Exodus story and about the Lord. The Israelites had not abandoned worship of 
God for the worship of idols. They had combined them. Before they can throw off the 
enemies around them(the Midianites), they have to throw off the enemies among 
them--false idols.  

 b) the enemy around us: “The Spirit of the Lord” comes on Gideon and he begins to 
gain wisdom and might that will enable him to deal with the visible enemies around 
him--the Midianites.  

 c) the enemy within us: The root cause of all of our problems is “unbelief.” Often, we 
don’t worship the Lord fully because are are afraid that, if we give ourselves to Him 
completely, He might let us down. God helped Gideon with his unbelief with the sign 
of the “fleece.”  

 

  

  

Application: 

What “enemy” are you dealing with today? When has your “unbelief” caused you to not fully 

worship because you are afraid that God might let you down? 


