
Living among idols  

Judges 2:1-3:6 

Opening Question: Describe what you think an “idol worshiper” looks like. How can you identify 

someone who worships idols? 

  

In the book of Judges, the people of Israel continually fall into idolatry. Most readers will think that 

during these lapses the Israelites stopped worshipping the Lord and began worshipping other gods. But 

a more detailed look shows that what most Israelites did was to combine the worship of the Lord with 

idols. Look at Judges 17:3 as an example. 

  

The pagan world-view is that there were many gods (e.g. of agriculture, business, love, music, power, 

success), and none of them demanded lordship over every single area of life. In this view, everyone had 

his or her own god(s), chosen or discarded on the basis of one’s interests and needs. It is a “mix and 

match” religion in which the worshipper is sovereign. Paganism therefore could accept the existence but 

not the exclusive sovereignty of the Lord, who demanded that his worshippers give Him absolute 

lordship over every square inch of life. 

Bottom Line:  This is the danger, then, for believers in a pagan world: It is not so much that the believer 

becomes an atheist, but that idols are combined with God in the heart, and the Christian maintains his 

or her doctrinal beliefs and ethical practices, all the while dividing their heart worship between the Lord 

and their idol. 

  

Read Judges 2:1-3:6 

  

In verses 2:2-3, what was the main reason that the Israelites were to drive out and “not make a 

covenant” with the Canaanites? 

The only way to avoid a covenant with the people is to destroy their idol worship. That was why they 

had to evict the Canaanites. They were not being sent away because of their ethnicity or their morality. 

The whole point of the mission was to cleanse the land of idolatry. 

  

Look at verses 2:6-19. List the stages of a continually repeated cycle that the children of Israel went 

through. (cf. 3:7-9) 

Rebellion—they forgot what the Lord had done for them and turned to idols; Oppression—the Lord 

“gave them over to plunderers” (v.14); Repentance—v.18 “they groaned under those who oppressed 

and afflicted them. God moved in and saved them; New Leadership—God sent his salvation through 

‘judges’ (anointed leaders who liberated the people from their slave-masters. 

  

State: In Jdg. 2:7-10 we see that with the death of Joshua, comes the failure of his generation to pass 

on their faith in God to the next generation.  Deut.6:4-9, 20-23 gives us a glimpse into some traditions 

that God commands for the people of Israel to do in order to safeguard their faith.  



Take a moment to look at Deut 6:4-9, 20-23. What things did God command Israel to do in order to 

safeguard their faith? Take a moment to discuss each command and why God might have insisted that 

Israel follow them. 

  In what ways can one generation fail to pass its faith on to the next generation? 

(1) v.5-6 tells us that we ourselves must love God whole-heartedly. We are to “have these 

commandments on your heart.” That means that we are not hypocritical or inconsistent in our behavior. 

(2) Second, v.7 we are to apply and reflect on the gospel practically, not only academically or abstractly. 

(3) Third, v.20ff. tells us that we are to link the doctrines of the faith to God’s saving actions in our lives. 

We are to give personal testimony to the difference God made to us, how he brought us from bondage 

into freedom. 

In summary, we must be consistent in behavior, wise about real life, and warmly personal in our faith. 

  

Let’s spend some time thinking about our own families. If you have come from a family with a 

Christian heritage, in what ways has a legacy of faith been passed on to you? 

If you don’t come from a Christian heritage, who influenced you and created a new tradition of faith 

for you to pass on to your future family? 

 

In 2:17 what does the word “prostituted” tell us about idolatry? About God and the relationship we 

must have with him? 

This word tells us that when we serve an idol, we come into an intense relationship with it, which uses 

us but does not truly care for us. We essentially make ourselves completely vulnerable to it, and become 

little more than slaves to it. On the other hand, it tells us that God sees all sin as “adultery” because he 

does not simply want us to obey him as a citizen obeys a king, or just to follow him as a sheep follows a 

shepherd, but because he wants us to love him as fully as a wife loves a husband. In both the Old (Ezek 

16) and New Testament (Eph.5) God calls himself our bridegroom. This means he does not only want 

exclusive legal commitment, but deep and intimate love with us. 

The implication is that the only kind of relationship with God that will avoid idolatry is a passionate, 

personal relationship of love.  

  

 Look at 2:20-3:6. What does this section tell us are two reasons that God did not drive out Israel’s 

enemies? How is this “judgment” also a form of mercy? Compare this passage with Heb.12:1-13.  

First, he leaves the enemies there “to test” Israel (2:22; 3:4). Secondly, he says that the enemies are 

there “only to teach warfare” (3:2). 

 “God will teach them to know war in the hope that this will develop their dependence upon him 

in every situation of need.” – Jackman, p. 61 

  

Hebrews 12:1-13 shows us that since Jesus triumphed only through suffering and trouble (v.1-3) 

so we too should expect “conflict” in this life. We should see it as God’s “discipline” (v.5) and 



“training” (v.11) *The Greek word for “training” in v.11 is gymnazdo, the word from which we 

get the word “gymnasium.”+  The conflicts God sends us into are like the exercises that a coach 

sends an athlete into. While we sprint, we are taxed and drained and we feel we are getting 

weaker, but actually we are becoming stronger. We must respond to these conflicts by neither 

taking them too “lightly”, shrugging them off, or by becoming discouraged (v.5). 

Looking backward, how has something that has been extremely difficult also turned out to be an 

example of God’s mercy in your life? 

  

Believe, Belong, Bless Application 

State: The people’s failure (as a group) to take all of Canaan both resulted from and represented their 

failure (as individuals) to give God exclusive lordship over their whole lives. A good way to determine 

if Christ is Lord of an area of your life is to ask two questions:  

1. Am I willing to do whatever God says about this area?   

2. Am I willing to accept whatever God sends in this area? 

  

Name one or two (at most) areas where you are not passing these tests. If God is not controlling you, 

what is?  

Expanding on this idea: Consider the fact that you may be pursuing a ‘mix and match’ faith not unlike 

the Israelites. You want certain aspects of God and faith that are helpful, they give you comfort, 

security, and identity. BUT, you also want to keep certain old habits, certain old ways. In a mix and 

match faith, the worshiper is sovereign because live as if they are ultimately in control. 

Quote to consider this week: “There is not one square inch in the entire domain of our human existence 

over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’”-- Abraham Kuyper, 

 


