
Half-way Discipleship 
This content covers Judges 1:1-2:3 
 

Note: Make sure that you have read the intro to Judges information on the website. This will be 

necessary to prepare you as you lead through this heavy and enlightening book this semester.  

 

Understanding Judges (the following paragraph will help you set up this study and begin to explore one 

of the major themes of this book.) 

State: Many times we justify our disobedience to God because we think we are unable to do what He 

has asked—the cost is too great, the barriers too difficult to overcome.  This was true of the Israelites 

during the time of the Judges.  Much of the book of Judges shows how God is faithful to us despite the 

Israelite’s disobedience — that is comforting. But this passage shows that God in his grace will still insist 

on removing the self-deception of his people. 

Opening Question: Is there anything in your life about which you say “I can’t do” but about which God 

may say, “you won’t do?”  

State: Before we dive into the book of Judges, it will be helpful for us to first turn back to Joshua and see 

what specific direction God has given to the Israelites concerning their new life in the Promised Land. 

Read Joshua 1:1-9 and 23:3-13-The Mission of the Israelites 

 

1. What are the specific directions the Israelites are given at the beginning and at the end of Joshua’s 

life? 

 They are told the dimensions of their new land in 1:4. 

 They are told to “take possession of the land” in 23:5 

 They are told not to enter into partnerships (covenants) with them, or serve their gods, or 

intermarry with them (23:7-8, 12). 

 This military activity is to be accompanied by a very close and vital spiritual life — a walk with 

God. 

 

 

2. What does this walk with God look like? 

 1:8-a meditation on God’s Word with the mind 

 1:7-obedience to God’s will with the life 

 1:11-love to the Lord with the heart 



 

  

3. Why do you think God is so careful to insist that military bravery must partner with whole-hearted 

discipleship in the Israelite’s campaign? 

 First, it is hard to be truly brave without faith in God. The kind of bravery that does not arise out 

of faith in God would be adventurism, or macho-heroics, or plain cruelty. Only faith-based 

bravery will keep people from atrocities on the one hand or cowardice and ineffectiveness on 

the other. 

 Second, it would take a lot of very strong faith in the Word of God in order to conduct this 

campaign in the way God wishes. On the one hand, they can never turn back from fighting any 

people-group in Canaan, no matter how much stronger they are than the Israelites. Ordinary 

military policy dictates that you don’t fight superior armies. On the other hand, they can never 

just plunder and enslave any people-group in Canaan, no matter how much weaker they are 

than the Israelites. Ordinary military policy dictates that you don’t go to the trouble of driving 

people out who aren’t dangerous and whom you can dominate and exploit economically. 

 Make sure that the conversation does not lead to this being a warrant for other Holy Wars. v. 5 

states that God himself will drive them out, not their own agenda or their own strength.  

 

  

 

Read Judges 1:19-35. 

4. Though beginning well (1:1-18), the Israelites eventually fail to drive out the Canaanites. Make a list of 

all the reasons given (or hinted at) in the text for why various tribes failed to do so. 

 Resources: The Canaanites had iron chariots. The reason given is the superior military 

equipment of the opposition. (v.19) 

 Bravery: The Canaanites were determined to live in that land. Here there is no claim of greater 

military resources or numbers. Rather, the reason given is superior will-power and tenacity — 

superior bravery. (v. 27, 35) 

 Convenience: In v.28-33, we are told that many of Israel’s tribes resorted to enslaving the 

Canaanites or putting them to forced labor. This reason implied seems to be that it was more 

economical and convenient to enslave them than to drive them out. 

 

  

Read Judges 2:1-3  

 

5. What is God’s perspective/assessment on the failure of the Israelites? 



 It is scathing. “You have disobeyed me”(2:2). Period. This is a flat contradiction to the claim of 

v.19 that they were “unable.” He says in 2:3 that he had promised to drive the Canaanites out if 

the Israelites had obeyed him. 

 The Israelites said, essentially, “we could not drive them out” but God said in response, “you 

would not.” 

 

 

6. What was the real purpose of the campaign given in verse 2? 

 God says that the Israelites failed to “break down their altars” 

 The purpose of the campaign was to cleanse Canaan from idols. By allowing the Canaanites to 

continue living in the land, the end result is that idols were being worshipped in the midst of the 

Israelites.  

 

 

7. What two things does God say that the Israelites have forgotten?  

 What God has done: “I have brought you up out of the land of Egypt,” God reminds them. This 

refers to his saving work, what He has done to save them. 

 Who God is: “I will never break my covenant with you,” God tells them. This refers to his 

holiness and faithfulness. 

 

 

 

Application: 

 

In Judges 2:3, God says that the Canaanites who have been allowed to stay will now become “thorns” 

and “snares” to the Israelites. What things have you allowed to stay in your life which should be 

expelled? How do they become a snare? 

 Share these as a group, or break up into smaller groups 

 Pray together for God to wield His power in this area and for each person to have a willingness 

for it to be removed.  

 


