
The birth of Samson Judges 13:1-25 

 
Opening 
It can seem like the birth of an Israelite in ancient times can be a nice Sunday School story but can in no way relate to 
our lives today as Christians, but the story of Samson can reveal much about our sin, need, and gift of a Savior.   
Bottom Line 
Although the God’s people often do what is right in our own eyes, He is faithful and gracious while still just and 
sovereign.  This story points us toward God’s character and His willingness to correct our sin and gives a glimpse of 
Christ in the Old Testament.   
 

1. Read Judges 13:1-2 – How is this cycle of apostasy and renewal the same, and different from the earlier ones?  

 
It’s the same because, as usual, the Israelites did evil in the sight of the Lord and the result was oppression and slavery. Sin 
always leads to slavery (Rom.6:12).  Its different because in all the early cycles, the prayer and repentance of the people is 
crucial (3:9; 3:15; 6:7; 10:10). In 10:1-7 there is also no indication of prayer and repentance on the part of the people.  Israel 
has sunk so low spiritually that God has to act for their salvation unilaterally. He saves them even though they have not asked 
for it. 

 
2. Why does the writer so often add “in the eyes of the Lord”? (cf. Judges 21:25). What does the term tell us about sin? 
 
The writer is making the point that many of the things the Israelites did were not evil “in their eyes”. In other words, by their 
perception, most or all of their behavior was perfectly acceptable. They did not go about thinking, “I know this is evil, but I am 
going to do it anyway”. Yet “in God’s eyes”, the behavior was wicked. This teaches about the definition of sin. This term “the 
eyes of the Lord” in contrast with our “own eyes” teaches us that sin does not ultimately consist of violating our conscience or 
violating our personal standards or violating community standards but rather than sin consists of violating God’s will for us. 
This flies in the face of the modern thinking, of course. It is continually asserted in innumerable forums and venues, that “only 
you can define what’s right and wrong for you”. In other words, “my own eyes” — my heart’s feelings and my mind’s 
perceptions — are the only way to determine right and wrong. Common sense contradicts this, even if we didn’t have the 
Bible. If evil is only determined by our own eyes, how can we tell the Nazis that it was wrong to exterminate Jews. (They 
thought they were doing the human race a favor, or even doing justice for past imagined ‘wrongs’.) But once we admit that 
our own eyes are not sufficient for defining sin, then whose eyes are? Is evil defined by what is so in “expert’s” eyes? Or in the 
“majority’s” eyes? These views don’t avoid holocausts either.  No, the Bible’s answer is the right one. Sin is defined as violating 
our relationship with God, with violating the will of God for us. What God sees as sin is sin, regardless of what we feel or the 
experts say or the culture agrees on. 
 

3. Re-read Judges 13:1-3. What characteristics does this special birth share with that of Isaac, Samuel, John the Baptist, 
and Jesus?  
 
 

Have a different person read each account and then discuss. (The chart below will help you think about some of the similar 
characteristics) 

 Birth of Isaac (Genesis 21:1-7) 

 Birth of Samuel (1 Samuel 1:1-20) 

 Birth of John the Baptist (Luke 1:5-25) 

 Birth of Jesus (Luke 1:26-38) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Characteristic Description 

Bringer of God’s salvation Isaac bears the messianic seed, Samuel and John the 
Baptist are prophets, Jesus is Savior 

Mothers were humanly incapable of giving birth Mothers of Isaac, Samson, Samuel, and John were all 
barren, and then there’s Mary.  All births were 
miraculous and performed by God’s power. 

Birth happened in the “shadow of disgrace” In ancient times fertility = dignity for a woman, God 
lifted shame from these women.  The birth of Jesus 
brought disgrace to His mother, Jesus is the only 
Savior who lost His honor and glory to come and save 
humanity. 

 
4. What do these births tell us about God? 
 
First, and primarily it tells us that God is a God of grace. God’s salvation does not come via human ability and performance. 
God deliberately sends his salvation into the world through people who are weak and incapable of it to show us that salvation 
has to be accomplished for us by someone else, and to show us that we can only receive it by admitting our weakness and 
incapability.  
 
Second, it tells us that in general God cares for and works through people who are not respectable and popular and acclaimed. 
Rather, he tends to care for and work through marginal people who are considered “most unlikely to succeed”. We have seen 
this with nearly every judge in the book. God loves to confound the world’s expectations and turn upside down it’s concepts 
of wisdom, ability, and power (1 Cor.1:26).  This message in the book of Judges is repeated so often and emphatically that we 
must reflect on how we can begin to practice it. Do we only ever attempt things that we have the human ability to accomplish? 
Do we concentrate our friendships among respectable and “sleek” and “connected” people and avoid the unattractive and 
unconnected? 
 

5. Read Numbers 6:1-21. How was Samson’s Nazirite-life unusual?  (Note: if you spent a lot of time comparing the 
special birth of Samson with other special births, you may not have time to look deeply into this question as well.) 
The Nazirite vow contained three basic stipulations:  

- the Nazirite a) was not to cut hair during the period of the vow 
- was not to drink any produce from vines — alcoholic or non-alcoholic 
- was not to contact any dead body. 

 
The purpose of the Nazirite vow was to ask for God’s special help during a crucial time. It was roughly analogous to ‘fasting’. It 
was a sign that you were looking to God with great intensity and focus. Keeping one’s hair uncut and refraining from the fruit 
of the vine was a way of showing that you were “in training” toward a goal. By refraining from touching a dead body, you 
were adopting the stringent rules of ceremonial cleanliness for a priest. Priests were not allowed to touch anything dead 
because they ministered in God’s house every day. Thus the Nazirite was living before the presence of God every day.  [Note: 

The “clean” laws of the Old Testament were not superstitions. They were God’s way to show us that he is holy and that we 
cannot just go in to the presence of a holy God without purifying ourselves. These were abrogated in the New Testament (Acts 
10 and 11) because, in Christ, we are ‘clean and acceptable’ in God’s sight.]  This would “set apart” Samson. Everyone around 
him and he himself would see by the unusual standards that he was to be dedicating his life to God’s service.  
 
 

Re-read 13:6-25.  
State: It is intriguing that the angel of the Lord, who is probably not an angel but the Son of God himself, is willing to come 
back, even though he refuses to give any more information!  He is both gracious and firm.  The Lord is being very gracious to 
re-appear and re-confirm in a very vivid way all that he said before. How remarkable that he is willing to come down and 
come near over and over again. Yet he is also firm. He will not give them any more specifics. They may wish to have lots of 
rules, but they will have to obey on the basis of the information they have. 
 

 



6. Why doesn’t he give us more?  
 

In general, a parent gives a child fewer details as he or she gets older. When your child is very little, you must virtually follow 
them around and say “don’t touch this,” “don’t go here” every step of the way. A child doesn’t know not to put his finger in a 
wall socket, and doesn’t know not to eat dirt. The older a child gets, the more you expect them to incorporate the parent’s 
values and thinking and wisdom into their own heart so that they don’t need detailed instructions all the time. In order to 
guide children into maturity, parents must increasingly move from lots of external rules to internal motives and principles of 
wisdom. In the same way, Christians in the New Testament receive far fewer rules and regulations than believers in the Old 
Testament. In the OT so much of what you could wear and eat and do was prescribed. Many Christians consider this a more 
advanced level of guidance than we have today. But how could it be? Paul says that instead of being “conformed” (by 
compliance to external rules) we are to be “transformed” by “the renewal of our minds”. Through the Holy Spirit we get “the 
mind of Christ”. 
 

7. How do you react when God won’t give you any more details? 
 

 
 

8. Read 13: 16-21 How is the faith of the mother greater in the end than that of the father?  
 

His mother receives the message and accepts it without question; while Manoah completely panics, his wife reasons it out. 
She realizes that they have not died, and that the Lord had graciously come to them when they called, and that they had 
recruited them for this great purpose. Why would he destroy them now?  
 
“We must consider what this woman did, and the answer is a startling and 
surprising one — that she just thought and reasoned. How simple! And yet how we 
tend to fail at this point… There is an anti-intellectual spirit with regard to religion. It 
does not always recognize itself as such… Precise thinking, and definition… have 
been at a serious discount. The whole emphasis has been placed upon religion as a 
power which can do things for us and which can make us happy… Never has the 
distinction between the Christian religion and the cults and psychological agencies 
been more obscured and confused… The other reason which explains why we fail 
to think, as this woman did, is that in some sudden crisis we tend to allow 
ourselves to be stampeded… Now this woman, the mother of Samson, stands out 
as a glorious example of the opposite of all that… Seeing and observing her 
husband’s collapse, his fear and his whimpering, and listening to his foreboding of 
evil and his dark prophecies and his doubtings of the goodness of God, she doesn’t 
cry or shout...she thinks, she reasons, she ponders the matter, and with 
magnificent logic she arrives at the only conclusion that is really valid.” 
– D.M.Lloyd-Jones, “Facing the Unexpected” Judges 13:22-23. 

 

Basically, Samson’s mother shows us that faith is not the absence of thinking, but it is thinking and acting on the basis of the 
word and promises of God. She thinks about his promise and his graciousness and she reasons it out.  
Like the mother, we should a) refuse to panic, b) not doubt the goodness of God, c) never think God is capricious or cruel, d) 
think about your life in terms of all God’s promises and dealings with you in the past. The goodness of God. 
 

9. How many of your problems today stem from a basic mistrust of the goodness of God? 
 
There are an infinite number of examples. Here are just a couple. 
(1) Our lack of help to the poor comes from forgetting the goodness of God. (First, we forget how poor and needy we were 
spiritually, and second, we are afraid that if we are too generous God won’t take care of us.) 
(2) Worry of any kind is basically a mistrust of the goodness of God. 
(3) Guilt and self-hatred is basically a mistrust of the goodness of God. 
 

10. Read Judges 13:16-21. How does the angel show who he is? What is remarkable about the fact that it took them 
so long to realize that this was really the Lord? 
 



The Lord shows in two ways who he is. First, he tells him, literally, his name is “wonderful”. This does not mean that his name 
was actually the word wonderful, but as in Ps.139:6, the name was too marvelous and astonishing to be comprehended. Then 
he ascends to heaven in the very flame of the offering. This of course points us to Jesus Himself, whose name is “wonderful” 
(Is.9:6) and who also became a burnt offering, a sacrifice. What is remarkable that it took them so long? Some people take this 
to mean that they were spiritually obtuse. But that isn’t real likely. Samson’s mother knows that there is something marvelous 
about him (v.6 – “he looked like an angel”. Again, she is more spiritually alert than Manoah, who (we are told) simply thought 
the man was a prophet (v.16-17). But the real point is that the Lord became so human and ‘normal’ in form that he was not 
immediately recognized. Why would he do that? It must be because he wants to come close to us — he seeks us (cf.John 4:23). 
It shows that his bent and inclination is to clothe himself in such a way that we can be his friends. It points to the incarnation 
(John 1:1-14; I John 1:1-4). 
 

o   Believe: What do you learn about God from this passage? 
 
o   Belong: What is my view of sin?  How can I more rightly see it?  How can we talk about sin with those who believe 
‘only an individual can say what is right and wrong for them’? 
 
o   Bless: takeaway/action point: talk with someone about your thoughts on absolute wrong and right, get their take, 
listen well and ask good questions. 
 

 


