
The Gospel According to Mark – Ch. 3-4 

p. 17  

Why did the Pharisees and Herodians not want Jesus healing on the Sabbath?  Discuss the terms “spirit 

of the law” and “letter of the law”.    

Letter of the law – tells you what you should do 

Spirit of the law – tells you who you should be 

“Keeping the requirements of the Law means discovering that the Law really teaches us to trust God's 

grace and then live in a way that shows the reality of that trust by the power of God's indwelling "Spirit," 

not the powerless, dead "letter."  

This makes it clear that the idea of fulfilling the Law is a Christian experience and that it really does 

happen, and that it happens in the lives of those who walk according to the Spirit. Christ died for us and 

purchased for us the new covenant blessings of the Spirit, and now He is at work in our lives enabling us 

to live out - not perfectly, but enough to show we trust him - the moral law of God.”   -John Piper 

p. 20-21  

Read Mark 4:14–20  

The sower in the parable (vv. 4–8) primarily represents Jesus but in a secondary sense every faithful 

preacher of the gospel. The various soils represent human hearts. The inhospitable hearts in the parable 

gradually become more receptive (from indifferent, to opportunistic, to very interested), but 

nevertheless remain preoccupied with the cares of their present life in rebellion against God’s true 

purposes. The good soil represents a consistently attentive and accepting heart.  

How can we continue to make sure our hearts are “good soil”? 

Repentance – staying in fellowship with God. (For more on this, see the coaching article “All of Life is 

Repentance” (http://asucru.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/all_of_life_is_repentance.pdf) 

A parallel passage in Luke 8:9-15 includes: 

“As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good 

heart, and bear fruit with patience. “ 

With patience can also be translated “with perseverance”, showing that fruit-bearing in God’s kingdom 

often requires much work before significant results are seen. 

Who are you trusting God to draw to Himself right now?  Make a prayer list for the top 5 people in your 

life that you want to come to know Him and commit to praying for opportunities with them this week. 

 



p. 22   

Read aloud the “Works of Jesus” section.  Where in your life have you seen the “destructive forces of 

evil, nature, sickness, and death”?  Have you seen Jesus’ power in any of these situations? 

Example: natural disasters causing people to consider the brevity of life and driving them to place their 

faith in Christ.   (http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/articles/hurricane_sandy/) 

Meaning Beneath Meaning – How were the disciples “asleep on the boat”?  In what ways are we 

“asleep” to what Christ is doing in our lives?   

Read the “Words Long Written Down” section and spend some time praying as a group and thanking 

God for fulfilling His Word and showing us the Messiah.  (For more, check out: 

https://dl.dropbox.com/u/18398122/fulfilled%20prophesies.pdf) 

Application Points: 

- Read back through Mark 1-2 this week and spend time asking how these passages  1. Reveal our 

need for a Savior and  2. Show Christ as that Savior. 

- Commit time each day this week to praying for your “top 5” people 

 


