
The Gospel According to Mark – Ch. 1-2 

- talk through intro and back ground information from the book (below) 

Theme 

The ultimate purpose and theme of Mark is to present and defend Jesus’ universal call to discipleship. 

Mark returns often to this theme, and as the narrative unfolds he categorizes his main audience as 

either followers or opponents of Jesus. The outline demonstrates that Mark’s central effort in 

presenting and supporting this call is to narrate the identity and teaching of Jesus. This fact implies that 

discipleship for Mark is essentially a relationship with Jesus, not merely following a certain code of 

conduct. Fellowship with Jesus marks the heart of the disciple’s life, and this fellowship includes trusting 

him, confessing him, taking note of his conduct, following his teaching, and being shaped by a 

relationship to him. Discipleship also means being prepared to face the kind of rejection that Jesus 

faced. 

Purpose, Occasion, and Background 

Though Mark wrote from Rome, the Gospel of Mark was composed for the wider church as the record 

of the apostolic testimony of Peter. Even during the early Patristic period, Gentile Christians were 

frequently mentioned as the recipients of this Gospel. Mark addresses an audience that is largely 

unfamiliar with Jewish customs. He intends to familiarize them with those customs, because only then 

will they understand the coming of Jesus as the culmination of God’s work with Israel and the entire 

world. 

Key Themes 

1. Jesus seeks to correct messianic expectations and 

misunderstandings. 

1:25, 34, 44; 3:12; 4:10–12; 5:18–

19, 43; 8:30; 9:9  

2. Jesus is man. 
3:5; 4:38; 6:6; 7:34; 8:12, 33; 10:14; 

11:12; 14:33–42  

3. Jesus is the Son of God. 
1:11; 3:11; 5:7; 8:38; 9:7; 12:6–8; 

13:32; 14:36, 61; 15:39  

4. Jesus is the Son of Man with all power and authority. 
1:16–34; 2:3–12, 23–28; 3:11; 4:35–

41; 6:45–52; 7:1–23; 10:1–12  

5. Jesus as the Son of Man must suffer. 8:31; 10:45; 14:21, 36  

6. Jesus is Lord. 2:28; 12:35–37; 14:62  

7. Jesus calls his followers to imitate him in humble 

service, self-denial, and suffering. 
8:34–38; 9:35–37; 10:35–45  

8. Jesus teaches on the kingdom of God, and implies that 

God continues to call a people to himself. 
ch. 4; cf. 1:15; 9:1; 14:25; 15:43  

(back ground info. adapted from ESV Study Bible) 

 

http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B1.25%3B%2BMark%2B1.34%3B%2BMark%2B1.44%3B%2BMark%2B3.12%3B%2BMark%2B4.10-12%3B%2BMark%2B5.18-19%3B%2BMark%2B5.43%3B%2BMark%2B8.30%3B%2BMark%2B9.9
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B1.25%3B%2BMark%2B1.34%3B%2BMark%2B1.44%3B%2BMark%2B3.12%3B%2BMark%2B4.10-12%3B%2BMark%2B5.18-19%3B%2BMark%2B5.43%3B%2BMark%2B8.30%3B%2BMark%2B9.9
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B3.5%3B%2BMark%2B4.38%3B%2BMark%2B6.6%3B%2BMark%2B7.34%3B%2BMark%2B8.12%3B%2BMark%2B8.33%3B%2BMark%2B10.14%3B%2BMark%2B11.12%3B%2BMark%2B14.33-42
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B3.5%3B%2BMark%2B4.38%3B%2BMark%2B6.6%3B%2BMark%2B7.34%3B%2BMark%2B8.12%3B%2BMark%2B8.33%3B%2BMark%2B10.14%3B%2BMark%2B11.12%3B%2BMark%2B14.33-42
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B1.11%3B%2BMark%2B3.11%3B%2BMark%2B5.7%3B%2BMark%2B8.38%3B%2BMark%2B9.7%3B%2BMark%2B12.6-8%3B%2BMark%2B13.32%3B%2BMark%2B14.36%3B%2BMark%2B14.61%3B%2BMark%2B15.39
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B1.11%3B%2BMark%2B3.11%3B%2BMark%2B5.7%3B%2BMark%2B8.38%3B%2BMark%2B9.7%3B%2BMark%2B12.6-8%3B%2BMark%2B13.32%3B%2BMark%2B14.36%3B%2BMark%2B14.61%3B%2BMark%2B15.39
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B1.16-34%3B%2BMark%2B2.3-12%3B%2BMark%2B2.23-28%3B%2BMark%2B3.11%3B%2BMark%2B4.35-41%3B%2BMark%2B6.45-52%3B%2BMark%2B7.1-23%3B%2BMark%2B10.1-12
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B1.16-34%3B%2BMark%2B2.3-12%3B%2BMark%2B2.23-28%3B%2BMark%2B3.11%3B%2BMark%2B4.35-41%3B%2BMark%2B6.45-52%3B%2BMark%2B7.1-23%3B%2BMark%2B10.1-12
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B8.31%3B%2BMark%2B10.45%3B%2BMark%2B14.21%3B%2BMark%2B14.36
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B2.28%3B%2BMark%2B12.35-37%3B%2BMark%2B14.62
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B8.34-38%3B%2BMark%2B9.35-37%3B%2BMark%2B10.35-45
http://www.esvbible.org/Mark%2B4%3B%2BMark%2B1.15%3B%2BMark%2B9.1%3B%2BMark%2B14.25%3B%2BMark%2B15.43


Pg. 12 

- Why do you think there was “One to prepare the way”?   

To fulfill prophecy, so that people would know Jesus was the Messiah.   

- Under “Fast Forward” we hear how Mark is filled with portraits as Jesus as a man on a mission 

with purpose.  Underline (or mark in a certain color) every time in this book that you notice 

Jesus stating His purpose. 

Pg. 13 

- “As Israel’s rescuer and redeemer, Jesus must succeed where Israel failed: trust and obey…”  

Take some time to talk about Israel, talk through your group’s knowledge of God’s chosen 

people.  (You may want to be ready to talk about covenants God made with His people) 

- Under “cosmic conflict” we see the question “What sort of man is this?”  This is a really 

important question.  What are the first 3 adjectives that come to mind when you think of Jesus?  

(maybe have everyone write them down) Discuss those.  What 3 adjectives do you think your 

non-Christian friends would say? 

Pg. 15 

- Why is leprosy a good metaphor for sin?   

Leprosy starts as a small sore that seems innocent enough, then continues to take over the skin.  It 

was not curable by human means, easily contagious, and affects everyone around the leper.  It 

affects the leper, in Jesus’ time, by automatically making him an outcast.  It affects his family 

because he can no longer be in the home, can no longer provide, etc.  It affects those around 

because of the horribleness, the way it looks. 

Our sins have the same effect.  They isolate us from society (whether we realize it or not), they 

affect those around us (whether we realize it or not), and they stain our soul (whether we realize it 

or not). 

- Chapter 2 begins with a miracle.  Jesus’ power and authority over everything in creation is on 

display in the Gospel of Mark.  Take a second to think about your personal reaction to Jesus’ 

miracles.  Are they so common that you never think about them?  So “out there” that you feel 

weird about them?  Thomas Jefferson essentially removed the miracles of Jesus from His Bible. 

(see explanation below)  Why are miracles necessary?  How do they validate Jesus’ claim to be 

God?   

Background on the Jeffersonian Text: 

In fact, Jefferson was devoted to the teachings of Jesus Christ. But he didn’t always agree 
with how they were interpreted by biblical sources, including the writers of the four 
Gospels, whom he considered to be untrustworthy correspondents. So Jefferson created his 



own gospel by taking a sharp instrument, perhaps a penknife, to existing copies of the New 
Testament and pasting up his own account of Christ’s philosophy, distinguishing it from 
what he called “the corruption of schismatizing followers.” 

Jefferson produced the 84-page volume in 1820—six years before he died at age 83—bound 
it in red leather and titled it The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth. He had pored over six 
copies of the New Testament, in Greek, Latin, French and King James English. “He had a 
classic education at [the College of] William & Mary,” Rubenstein says, “so he could 
compare the different translations. He cut out passages with some sort of very sharp blade 
and, using blank paper, glued down lines from each of the Gospels in four columns, Greek 
and Latin on one side of the pages, and French and English on the other.” 

Much of the material Jefferson elected to not include related miraculous events, such as the 
feeding of the multitudes with only two fish and five loaves of barley bread; he eschewed 
anything that he perceived as “contrary to reason.” His idiosyncratic gospel concludes with 
Christ’s entombment but omits his resurrection. He kept Jesus’ own teachings, such as the 
Beatitude, “Blessed are the peace-makers: for they shall be called the children of God.” The 
Jefferson Bible, as its known, is “scripture by subtraction,” writes Stephen Prothero, a 
professor of religion at Boston University. 

 
Read more: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/How-Thomas-Jefferson-
Created-His-Own-Bible.html#ixzz2Hxryd3tP  
 

Pg. 16 

- Under “source of conflict” it says “It was these man-made hedge laws that incited Jesus, not the 

law of Moses.”  How do we tend to add “laws” to ourselves that aren’t Biblical?  (For example, 

being a true believer involves going overseas on mission trips, going to a certain kind of church, 

listening to a certain style of music, etc.)  Any of these things can be good and God honoring, but 

when we make them the litmus test used to decide if someone is truly walking with Christ, we 

are making laws just as the Pharisees did in Jesus’ day.  

Application Points: 

- Read back through Mark 1-2 this week and spend time asking how these passages 1. Reveal our 

need for a Savior and 2. Show Christ as that Savior. 

- Ask someone what they think about Jesus’ miracles this week.  Remember, this could be a great 

opportunity to talk about your relationship with Jesus, but proving all of His miracles to them is 

probably not going to happen in one conversation!  Instead focus on listening to what your 

friend thinks about Jesus and thank them for sharing their opinion, they might just ask you 

about your opinion!  
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