
The Four Chapter Gospel Presentation 
(pls practice, memorize, and use while in Haiti; provide feedback on effectiveness on your 
evaluations)

Possible Opening Transitions:
If asked: why are you here? or who are you?

We are followers of Jesus Christ and are part of a big story that includes Americans and Haitians? Would 
you like to hear about that big story?

or

Simply: 

Hi, I am here because I follow Jesus Christ.  I believe that He is real and living and working to set things 
right.  Can I tell you about His story?

This story is recorded in the Bible. Like all stories, it has a beginning and an ending.  In fact, this BIG 
Story starts at the very beginning of time and ends in eternity.  You can trace this story through four basic 
divisions or chapters.   

Chapter 1 says that: God has a plan for you and the world around you. This chapter says that God 
created the world, designed it for good. And that God also created you and me, designed us to 
know him and also to flourish.  

This chapter argues that in the beginning, “God created the heavens and the earth and all that 
comes out of it, and that God gives life to the people who walk in it.” (Genesis 1:1, Isaiah 42:5)

Draw circle of the earth.  Draw a few stick figure people in a circle holding hands inside the circle the 
earth. Write over it: DESIGNED FOR GOOD

This is chapter 1 of the story: But what is our world like? What do you see when you look around you? (If 
someone answers, “my life is wonderful, great, etc.”, then ask: “well, that great, but what about the rest of 
the world?  Does it appear “good” to you?)

How then do you feel about the world around you? 

1



What happened to this "good" world that God created? The answer is in chapter 2....

Chapter 2 says that the “good” world that God created has been DAMAGED by EVIL.  And 
unfortunately, it says that evil originated in the hearts of people.  

At first (in Chapter 1), people flourished under Godʼs loving rule and reign.  

But something happened.  

In chapter 2, people rebelled against God.  In their hearts, they decided they wanted to be in charge, to 
decide what was good and what was not good.  The Bible calls this rebellion “sin” and says that “all of us 
have sinned and fallen short of Godʼs glorious intention for us and the world.”(Romans 3:23).  And to 
make matters worse, because of this rebellion, sin and evil and death entered the good world and 
damaged it in almost every way. 

First our relationship with God was broken.  Sin separated us from God and his loving rule and reign.  As 
a result, chapter 2 describes how we experience guilt, fear and shame personally.  Our relationships with 
other people are broken as well as our relationship to creation.  As a result, all these relationships are 
damaged and broken and don't work for our good or for the world's good.

Draw circle of earth, with stick figures, heart broken and show how all four relationships (God, Self=guilt, 
shame, fear), others, and creation) are broken, label DAMAGED by EVIL 

Where have you seen damage/brokenness in your own life or in the lives of others or in the world around 
you? How do you feel about it?  What do you think God could do to set the world back to good?  How 
could he repair the broken relationships?
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It seems like a sad story to this point, but we're only on chapter 2. In chapter 3, the story gets better and 
better.  In chapter 3, a rescue happens.

Chapter 3 says that God sent His Son Jesus as Rightful Lord and King to Rescue and Redeem 
You and the World.  

In the Bible it says that God loves you and this world around you and that God has a plan for both. 

God so loved the world, that he sent his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved (or rescued) through him. Jn 3:16-17

(Draw circle of the earth with people disconnected, and arrow from God and a cross in the middle of earth 
to God, Jesus as Rightful King and Lord. Label: GOD SENT JESUS TO RESCUE AND REDEEM)

Into this world damaged by evil, God sent his Son Jesus to be King and Lord. He is leading a "resistance/
revolutionary" movement against the evil in our hearts and in our world.... Since He loves us and the 
world around us and intends it for “good”, Jesus refused to fight "evil with evil". 

Instead, Jesus lived life as God intended people to live – in obedience to God – a good life of love and 
sacrifice and giving.  And ultimately, he gave himself as a ransom--a substitute---for our sin by willingly 
dying on the cross.  Chapter 3 says that “Jesus died for us” and that His death on the cross broke the 
power of sin and death in our hearts and has begun to break the power of evil in this world.  

But thatʼs not the end of chapter 3.  At the end of chapter 3, the Bible says that death couldnʼt hold Jesus.  

Christ died for our sins, he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures 
and he appeared to many people. (1 Corinthians 15:3).   Resurrected to new life, Jesus conquered sin 
and death for us.  His resurrection from the dead demonstrated his power to rescue us and our world 
from sin and death and brokenness.  In fact, Jesusʼ resurrection not only ends  chapter 3, itʼs the 
beginning of chapter 4. 

In chapter 3 Godʼs rescue operation, what the Bible calls  “salvation” has begun.  God was willing thru 
Christʼs death, burial and resurrection to reestablish our relationship with Him and to begin to reconcile 
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and restore all our relationships--to remove our guilt and shame and fear, to repair relationships with 
others, and to flourish together with creation.  The resurrection of Jesus from the dead makes it possible 
for a restoration and reconciliation process to begin chapter 4 and to continue to this very day...

Chapter 4 says that Jesus has begun the Restoration and Reconciliation process and will 
complete it at that very end of Chapter 4.  

Today, weʼre right in the middle of chapter 4: Jesus is the Rightful Lord and King of the universe (over all 
the heavens and the earth and everything in it).  Heʼs coming again to fully reign but is now inviting 
everyone to follow him as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Heʼs inviting us to join the movement – where 
good triumphs again under Jesusʼs loving rule and reign.  As we choose to follow him, he invites us to 
help restore all that evil, sin and death has damaged.  

But just as sin originated in the heart, our submission to Jesus as King must begin there as well.  
Our heart (our mind, emotions and will) that rebelled against Him originally, must now turn back to 
Him in submission.

The Bible says that we must in our hearts turn to God (change our direction, our allegiances) and trust in 
Jesus as Rightful Lord and King.  

The Bible invites us to "believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and we will be rescued."  And once rescued, we 
can join him in changing the world.

(Draw circle of earth with cross and a stick figure kneeling with arrows going out to the world.  Show how 
the Jesus begins to restore the four broken relationships.  Label: CHOOSE TO FOLLOW JESUS AND 
HELP RESTORE THE WORLD)
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The Bible says that we choose to follow Jesus by "faith, not by works." 

For by grace you have been saved  through faith. And this is not your own doing;  it is the gift of God,   not 
a result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are his workmanship,  created in Christ Jesus  for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesian 2:8-10

Itʼs like a gift, we simply receive it.  We donʼt have to work for it.  But once we receive it, we get to join 
Jesus in doing good work...that good work of restoration and reconciliation.  As a result, all those broken 
relationships can begin to be restored and work again for our benefit and for the benefit of the world.  

One way is to simply say to God from your heart:

Jesus, I choose to follow you as King and Lord. I'm tired of rebelling against your good plan for me and for 
my world. Thank you for showing me how to live, for dying on the cross for my sins. Thank you also for 
inviting me to join you in restoring a world damaged by evil. I confess that some of that evil is present in 
my own heart. Forgive me. Begin to use me as part of your plan for me and for the world.

What do you think? Do you want to follow Jesus? If so, just invite him.

Conclusion/Wrap Up:

Now that you've chosen to follow Jesus as King and Lord, he wants you to discover his plan for your life. 
As the Bible says, you were created for good works.  Can we get  together to learn about what God has 
prepared for you to do.  

They are described in the Bible....

When can we get together? (or do you know a place where you can learn about the Bible and join other 
Christ-followers in bring change to the world?
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