
1Thess. 1:1-10 

 

1. What are some observations about this chapter? What themes are present? What is the main point Paul is 
trying to make? 

 

2. What were some of the markers of the authenticity of the Thessalonians’ faith? 

 

3. Look at verse 3. How are faith, hope and love manifested? 

 

4. What does it mean that the gospel came to them “not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction”? 

 

5. What might it be like to experience joy in affliction? How have you experienced this? 

 

6. The Thessalonian church was full of believers whose lives were changed because of an authentic encounter 
with Christ. How did this affect their relationships with each other and with the world? 

 

7. Why do you think evangelism is such a natural outflow of sincere faith in Christ? 

 

8. What are some ways your life has changed since you first encountered Christ? What are the visible  

markers of your faith?  

 

9. The Thessalonian church is commended for their repentance in conversion and for turning to God from idols. 
What are some idols and sins that you have not yet fully turned from? 

 

10. Has evangelism been a natural outpouring of your faith in Christ? Why/why not? 

 

11. How can this team be a model and example to those we’re ministering to on campus? What are some 
possible long-term effects of our time here? 

 

Pray 1 Thess. 1:8 for App State 



1 Thessalonians 2:1-3:13 

 

1. What are some observations about these chapters?  What themes are present? What’s Paul’s main point in 
this section of his letter? 

 

2. What accusations were possibly made against Paul? How does he defend himself? 

 

3. What examples of his deep love for the Thessalonians does Paul cite? His upright conduct? His motives for  

ministry? 

 

4. How long was Paul’s visit to Thessalonica? What was his physical condition when he was there? 

 

5. What message is Paul trying to convey by comparing himself with both a mother and a father? 

 

6. What does it mean that they shared not only the gospel, but also their lives? 

 

7. In 2:19-20, Paul tells of his motivation of eternal rewards in investing in their lives. How are people our hope, 
joy, crown and glory? 

 

8. Verse 3:3 indicates that we’re destined for trials and affliction. If we’re destined for them, we can assume  

God has a purpose for them. What trials have we faced this summer? 

 

9. How does your outlook on them change considering the fact that we’re destined for them? What can we 
learn from God through them? 

 

10. In 1 Co 11:1, Paul says, “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” What significance is there in the fact that  

Paul’s ministry imitated Christ’s?  

 

11. What enabled Paul to have such an effective ministry? 

 



 

12. What impure motives for ministry can you sense in your heart? Pride? Greed? Recognition? Seeing people as 
a project rather than someone to love? 

 

13. What can we learn from Paul’s ministry and apply to ours? 

 

 

Pray for openness with others in the Cru community.  (1 Thess. 2:8) 

  



 

1 Thess. 4:1-12 

 

1. What are some observations about this chapter?  What themes are present?  What is the main point Paul is 
trying to make? 

 

2. From what we’ve read in the first 3 chapters, as well as from the comments in verses 1, 9, and 10, it seems as 
though the Thessalonian church was fairly healthy.  Paul is encouraging them to live to please God “more and 
more.”  Why do you think Paul is motivated to do this? 

 

3. What does Paul say is explicitly God’s will? 

 

4. Why is sexual purity such an important emphasis here?   

 

5. In verses 9-10, Paul encourages the church to love one another and the brothers throughout Macedonia 
“more and more,” even after his glowing commendation of their love and example to other believers in chapter 
1.  What are some ways to love others “more and more”? How can we as an SP team love each other “more and 
more”? How can we love the students here “more and more”? 

 

6. Why do you think Paul gave instruction about living quietly, minding their own affairs and working with their 
hands (v. 11)? 

 

7. How is our witness harmed when we don’t do these things? 

 

8. How do verses 3-8 show the complementarity of our role and God’s role in our growth? 

 

9. Why does Paul mention the Holy Spirit in verse 8? 

 

10. How does the Holy Spirit sanctify us? What other passages of Scripture tell us about the role of the Holy 
Spirit in our sanctification? 

 

11. How is the Holy Spirit convicting you regarding the things brought up in this passage: sexual immorality, 
laziness, complacency, brotherly love? How does He empower you to grow and change? 



12. Paul gave these exhortations to the church he was ministering to. What are some ways that we can pass on 
this same exhortation to Christians we know? 

 

 

Pray 1 Thess. 4:1 for our community group.  

  



1 Thess. 4:13-5:11 

 

1. What are some observations about this chapter? What themes are present? What is the main point Paul is 
trying to make? 

 

2. What questions was Paul addressing in talking about the return of Christ? 

 

3. What do we learn about Christ’s return from this passage? 

 

4. What contrasting examples does Paul use in 1 Thess. 5:4-7? What is his point in using these metaphors? 

 

5. What are some ways to “keep awake and be sober”? 

 

6. How does being aware of Christ’s impending return encourage us to live as faithful servants of Christ? 

 

7. What parallel is Paul trying to make by referring to a breastplate and a helmet? What is he trying to 
encourage? 

 

8. Paul has mentioned Jesus’ return a few other times in this letter, and we can surmise that he taught about it 
during his time in Thessalonica. Why would Paul teach on this subject to a group of such young believers? 

 

9. What are some of the things described in Scripture as precursors to the return of Christ? How do you see 
these occurring today? 

 

10. One of these precursors, in Matthew 24:14, is the gospel being proclaimed throughout the whole world, to 
all nations. How close is this to being fulfilled? 

 

11. Why did Paul give the instruction to “encourage one another with these words” (4:18, also 5:11)? How does 
this teaching encourage you? 

 

12. How can you live more as one alert and ready for Christ’s return? 

 



13. How might you have a lasting impact by helping to finish the Great Commission? 

 

 

Pray 1 Thess. 5:8 for yourself today.



1 Thess. 5:12-28 

1. What are some observations about this chapter? What themes are present? What is the main point Paul is 
trying to make? 

 

2. Verse 13 says “Be at peace among yourselves.” The opposite of peace is chaos, or disunity. How do all the 
instructions in this passage speak against disunity? 

 

3. Why is it essential to have respect and love for those in positions of spiritual authority? 

 

4. What are some ways people disrespect authority? What are some ways they respect it? 

 

5. Verse 14 speaks about dealing with different types of people in different ways. What happens when you try to 
deal with people and the struggles they face in the same way each time? How has this happened this summer? 

 

6. What does is mean to quench the Spirit?  What are some ways people do this? 

 

7. What is the opposite of quenching?  How can we add fuel to the Spirit’s fire? 

 

8. What is the solution to the various marks of unhealthy community described in this passage?  

 

9. How did Jesus model respect for leadership, love and the building up of others and allowing the Holy Spirit 
room to work? 

 

10. Where in your life do you see disrespect for leaders?  Seeking revenge or harm for others?  Bringing 
disunity?  Quenching the Holy Spirit?   

 

11. How can our community be healthier?   

 

 

Pray 1 Thess. 5:13b for our community.  


